understood against its background. The act itself was
simple enough. In 1386, turning from the Austrian
fiance she deeply loved, she yielded to the widespread
desire of the Poles and married Wladyslaw Jagiello,
the grand duke of Lithuania, and at one stroke
brought that nation into the Christian faith through
the conversion of its duke, and united the two great
powers of Poland and Lithuania,

For the Lithuania of those days was a power
indeed. Slocombe quotes German writers to the effect
that the Lithuanians were ' the most terrible of all the
barbarians'. The founder of greater Lithuania,
Gedymin, who died in 1341, had by the might of his
arms and by virtue of the disorganized state of
Russia extended Lithuanian rule far to the north,
east, and south, Now, in the latter decades of the
century, these territories were menaced on the west
by the Teutonic Knights and on the east and south
by the Tartars. When the nation wished to become
Christian the Pope had insisted that they receive
their .religion at the hands of the Knights, but the
Lithuanians, knowing what had become of their
neighbours and kinsmen the ancient Prussians under
this treatment, preferred a different course, and
looked toward the Orthodox. Church of Russia. In
fact, the country stood at the crossroads.

She.took,the western,',Latin and Catholic path
wherx the two nations, threatened by common foes,
usited their dynasties for mutual protection. The
kingdom thus .forced was able to withstand the